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College Composition 1: Critical Reading and Source-Based Writing, Honors 
Theme: "Home and Abroad" 
Catalogue Description: College Composition I, Honors, focuses on informative, analytical, evaluative, and 
persuasive writing and introduces students to college-level research. Students will develop sound writing 
processes and produce cogent writing, strengthen analytical reading skills, and work with sources. 
Course Description: 
"Home and abroad" is one way which we cognitively structure our experience of the world. This course 
begins by asking what constitutes a home?; what makes it "homey" or as the Danes call it "cozy" 
(hygge)? We will think about the ancient roots of the word for home, in Latin domus and its derivations 
"domesticity" and "domestication," and the Greek "oikos," which is the root for the word "ecology," as well 
as our ideas of family and the "familiar." We will tackle what lies on the shadow sides of home-as when the 
familiar turns strange, uncanny, or as Freud termed the phenomenon the "unheimlich"-the "un-home-like" 
being at the heart of any horror film or story. Additionally, we will (albeit briefly) consider violations of 
home and family that occur in events such as home invasions and domestic abuse. The second half of the 
semester turns away from the home. We will consider our fascination with travel, our attraction and at times 
aversion to the exotic, the foreign, the alien. We will also look at the drive away from the comforts of home 
and into the wilderness and the ways both travel and heading "back to nature" lead to self-
discovery. Throughout we will read, discuss, research and write about texts-fiction and non-fiction, 
film and art-and generate our own original work as part of our ongoing grounding in college writing. 
Readings Part 1: Your success in this course largely depends on grappling with and responding to weekly 
readings. Please inform me promptly if you are unable to access the readings for any module: 
Textbooks: The House on Mango Street by Sandra Cisneros 
Praisesongfor the Widow by Paule Marshall 
Little Seagull Handbook 3rd edition 
Bedford Book of Genres, 2nd ed. 
The Writer's Research, 2nd ed. 
Note: Additional Readings/Excerpts will be made available as handouts or posted in D2L Content as 
required. 
Course Requirements: This course consists of in-class writing activities, discussion of assigned readings, 
peer review sessions, out-of-class writing/designing assignments of varying lengths, and presentations. 
Attendance is mandatory and will be factored into your in-class grade. Active and constructive class 
participation-in whatever ways we as a class can interact ( online synchronously or asynchronously or f2f) 
will make a positive impact on your overall grade. 
2 
Participation (15%) includes the following:_In-class and take-home activities beyond essays such as 
pre-writing, peer responses, informal group work, and informal presentations, short formal or informal 
written responses to the required reading, quizzes, and class or online discussion/debates in D2L a mini-
research assignment and various exercises that will have designated D2L Dropbox folders. Please note: In-
class activities must be completed in the class period they are assigned. No make-ups will be given on any 
of these activities unless arrangements have been made with the instructor in advance. 
Keep in mind that students in this course form a learning community and you can't participate if you aren't 
present. Even in this time of pandemic, I will be tracking attendance when we meet face to face or 
synchronously online, and expect students to show up by participating in the discussion topics posted in 
D2L, completing reading quizzes, and being a good citizen in different team or group projects. If you do not 
show up in person or online for several class periods, I will send out an "Early Alert" notifying those who 
oversee student success on campus of your absences. Please see Netiquette and Class Covenant statement 
below for participation guidelines. 
Formal Writing/Design Assignments/Essays & Presentations: Students will analyze various arguments 
and compose their own in print and visual media. Assignments include: 
I) Personal Narrative: Part to Whole (15%) 
2) Close-Reading Paper (15%) 
3) Lightning Talk (10%) 
4) Historical Analysis (15%) 
5) Film Review (5%)-2 pages 
6) Research-Informed Project culminating in a persuasive paper (25%) Students will engage in a 
debate concerning contemporary social issues or policy that engages with class themes and relates to your 
major or a strong personal interest pertaining to our course topic. The result of this semester-long inquiry 
will include the following: 
• Topic Submission List ( composition mode: linguistic, 25-100 words) 
• Annotated Bibliography ( composition mode: linguistic, 2-4pgs/750-l 500 
words) 
• Research Report: (composition mode, 4-5 pages) 
• Formal (MLA) Argument Research Paper: this argument-based essay will 
synthesize research to take a stance on a controversial issue (composition mode: 
linguistic & visual, 6-8 pgs/1750-2500 words). I am open to proposals that wish to 
approach the task in alternative modes, so please feel free to discuss with me. 
• Multimodal Class Presentation: this will provide an overview of the research 
project (composition mode: aural & visual, 3-4pgs/750-l 000 words) 
Deadlines: All of the papers have deadlines. With each paper, I will hand out our class's assignments and 
deadlines for a particular section so that I can respond better to the class's needs and interests. 
Revision ofEssavs: Since this course focuses on writing and design as process, students will revise 
pieces throughout the semester. Students will reflect on their writing progress at the completion of 
individual assignments and at the end of the semester. Students may choose to select one of their essays 
for inclusion in their Electronic Writing Portfolio (an ElU graduation requirement). Step-by-step 
instructions for submitting work for your EIU Electronic Portfolio are available online at 
https://www.eiu.edu/bg§LeW,P_,pJm 
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Consequences for not completing assignments: Missing assignments worth 10% or less will lower your 
grade. Failing to complete an assignment or exam worth 15% or more will result in an NC (No Credit) in the 
course and having to take it again in a future semester. 
Grading scale: A = 90-100 B = 80-89.9 C = 70-79.9 D = 60-69.9 F = 0-59.9 
Success in this class is more than a grade. In this class, I want us to think of learning as a community 
enterprise. The time we spend together is our opportunity to exchange ideas and create a community. I expect 
a high level of commitment in class whatever platfonn we use. 
Success in learning is more about one's attitudes than one's skills. To succeed in this course, your biggest 
asset will be the desire to succeed. Meeting all deadlines, working hard, and having a positive attitude when 
facing challenges are key drivers for successful learning. If something feels "boring" or "too hard," I 
encourage you to embrace that feeling, and recognize it as a spur to better yourself. Always focus on finding 
something you want to say, something that the world needs to hear. 
Other valuable objects and/or abstract qualities: Even though this hybrid course will be reliant on 
technology-our laptops, desktops, notebooks, even phones to get through this semester-we will also be 
needing old technologies for writing down notes and ideas--paper, pen, pencils, post-its and highlighters and, 
as important as the materials just mentioned, are the qualities of resilience, a sense of humor and/or curiosity. 
The Fine Print. This hybrid course (https://online.eiu.edu/d21/home/17 5616) is delivered through the learning 
management system D2L Brightspace. Please consult the Technology Requirement and Technology Support 
below. You are responsible for having a backup plan if your primary computer crashes and/or internet service 
fails. And yet, as I note elsewhere, I am human. Let me know if you experience a problem which you think I 
can help surmount. 
Technology Requirements. You will need to have a laptop or desktop running with a fairly recent operating 
system, an internet connection of a decent speed, and earbuds with a microphone (recommended). Mobile 
devices can be used but are not recommended. In terms of software, you will need an up-to-date antivirus 
installed and running, a pdfreader, and the suite of Microsoft products. As an EIU student you already have 
most of the software freely available. Software Downloads for Students found at 
https:/ /www.eiu.edu/panthertech/software.php includes SafeConnect-compatible Antivirus options 
(SafeConnect is needed if you are using your laptop on campus, etc.). Download instructions for Microsoft 
Office 365 ProPlus (MS Word, Excel, PowerPoint, OneNote), can be found at 
https://www.eiu.edu/panthertech/swdownloads/o365.php, or an on line version of all these apps can be found 
after logging into Panthermail. A free pdf reader is available at l:!!.ms://gct.adobe.com/reader. 
Optional: I recommend a printer, a citation management system like Zotero (free), a phone scanner such as 
CamScanner (free), and the Microsoft Learning Tools download https://www.onenote.com/leamingtoQl~ that 
works with One Note because, among other things, it has an awesome OCR (Optical Character Recognition--
in other words you begin with a photo and end with text, also free). 
Reading Part 2: I would also like to comment on how to read. Yes, we all know how to read, but how to 
read well is a different beast. I encourage you to read everything with as few distractions possible and twice 
if necessary to retain what you are reading. Also, when you are not using textbooks from TRS, mark in the 
text while you read, underlining what seems like important sentences and noting where you have questions. 
Sometimes students feel that this sort of marking is disrespectful to the text, but it is common practice in 
college and aids you in comprehension. 
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Granted, if you are using a rental book, you can't mark in them. But you can still use post-it notes to highlight 
key points. And you can take notes in a separate notebook. It is also a good idea to come prepared with a 
comment or question regarding each of our readings so that you are fully engaged in the class discussion. 
Netiquette: Netiquette is a set of rules for behaving properly online. Something about cyberspace makes it 
easy for people to forget that they are interacting with other real people. The following bullet points cover 
some basics to communicating online: 
111 Be sensitive to the fact that there will be cultural and linguistic backgrounds, as well as different 
political and religious beliefs, plus just differences in general. 
o Use good taste when composing your responses in Discussion Forums. Swearing and profanity is 
also part of being sensitive to your classmates and should be avoided. Also consider that slang can be 
misunderstood or misinterpreted. 
• Don't use all capital letters when composing your responses as this is considered "shouting" on the 
Internet and is regarded as impolite or aggressive. It can also be stressful on the eye when trying to 
read your message. 
• Be respectful of others' views and opinions. Avoid "flaming" (publicly attacking or insulting) them 
as this can cause hurt feelings and decrease the chances of getting all different types of points of 
view. 
• Be careful when using acronyms. If you use an acronym it is best to spell out its meaning first, then 
put the acronym in parentheses afterward, for example: Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs). After 
that you can use the acronym freely throughout your message. 
• Use good grammar and spelling, and avoid using text messaging shortcuts. 
Learner interaction: For this class, I have adopted Dr. Koritha Mitchell's "Class Covenant." Please read 
carefully. 
To ensure that our time together is enriching, students will abide by the terms of this agreement. Anyone in 
our intellectual community can suggest an addition; the group will decide to accept, reject, or revise it. 
• The majority of our thinking about the literature will be done outside of class. An hour and twenty 
minutes is not enough time to appreciate the richness of this material. Remaining enrolled in this 
course means that you are ready to devote the time, effort, and energy to reading and thinking 
about this literature that it deserves. 
• In this course, we are studying literature. Although we are committed to considering these texts 
within their historical contexts, we must remain aware that they are creative works and are therefore 
CRAFTED. We will look at not only the message but also the craft-the artistic elements-that 
shape the delivery of that message. 
• This class will be free of hate speech regarding sexual orientation, gender expression, race, and 
socio-economic status or background. Inflammatory remarks will not go unchecked and will not be 
tolerated. Each member of this class is responsible for fostering an environment in which people and 
their ideas are respected. For the same reasons, students will strive to make remarks that are 
informed by our material and the history that surrounds it. 
• The N-word won't be used in this class by a person of any race, even if it consistently appears in our 
texts. The same goes for the "F" word, regardless of a person's (perceived) sexual orientation or 
gender expression. And, this is simply not a space in which we call people "trash." 
• Profanity will not be common currency in this class. 
Email Etiquette: I welcome emails if you have questions or concerns about your work in this class. 
Emailing provides you with an opportunity to show yourself off in the best light, and I want to help you do 
just that. Developing a professional manner in your emails will help you with other professors and also give 
you practice in effective communication. 
Here are some ideas for writing effective messages through email: 
• Use the subject line. Leaving it blank is almost unpardonable! 
• The subject should be clear, such "Absent This Friday" or "Question about 
Revision" or "Availability for a Meeting?" If your subject is "Hello," your professor might 
think that your email is spam. 
• Use an address, such as "Dr. Bredesen" or "Dear Dr. Bredesen" At the university level, it's 
safest to use "Dr." or "Prof." Instructors who do not have doctorates and want you to write 
"Mr." or "Ms." will let you know. Better to err on the "up side." 
• Be concise yet clear in your question or request. 
• Use paragraph breaks for reading ease and strong organization. 
• Proofread. 
• Refrain from using abbreviations or "txting-prose." 
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• Close with a short statement followed by a comma and your name, such as "Thanks for your 
time," or "Sincerely," or "Have a good weekend". 
Following these guidelines should help you make good impressions on your current and future professors. 
Instructor response time: I routinely check for course postings or emails, Monday 9am - Friday noon, and 
sometimes on the weekend. You can anticipate a 24-48 hour response from me Monday through Thursday. I 
will try to respond to any weekend (Friday afternoon to Sunday) emails and postings by noon on Monday or 
earlier. Remember: I am human. If you cannot find a Discussion topic or my comments on your post, I may 
have forgotten to release it. Send me a D2L email. It is ok to ask. 
UNIVERSITY POLICIES 
Academic integrity: Cheating on essays, plagiarism on any course assignment, and other instances of 
academic dishonesty diminish our community of learners. A void plagiarism ( definition: passing off the ideas 
or words of another's as your own; using another's work without crediting the source; and stealing by 
presenting as your own an idea, phrase, or concept that was taken from an existing source). For more help on 
understanding plagiarism, see http://plagiarism.org and 
https://www.eiu.edu/judicial/studentconductcode.php. Any instance of plagiarism will result in failure on the 
assignment and/or the course and referral to the Office of Student Standards. 
Accessibility and Disability Services. EIU is committed to making reasonable accommodations for 
individuals with documented qualifying disabilities in accordance with the Americans with Disabilities Act 
of 1990 and Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973. If you are a student with a documented disability 
in need of accommodations to fully participate in this class, please contact the Office of Student Disability 
Services (OSDS, https://www.eiu.edu/disability/). All accommodations must be approved through OSDS. 
Call 217-581-6583 to make an appointment. 
The Student Success Center. Students who are having difficulty achieving their academic goals are 
encouraged to contact the Student Success Center ( www.eiu.edu/l I ·success) for assistance with time 
management, test taking, note taking, avoiding procrastination, setting goals, and other skills to support 
academic achievement. The Student Success Center provides individualized consultations. To make an 
appointment, call 217-581-6696, or go to 9th Street Hall, Room 1302. 
Using the Writing Center I encourage you to use our wonderful Writing Center. This free resource provides 
one-to-one conferences with writing consultants who can help you with brainstorming, organizing, 
developing support, documenting, and revising your papers. To schedule an appointment, please call 581-
5929. 
Tech Support: If you need assistance with D2L, call D2L Support toll free at 1-877-325-7778. Support is 
available 24 hours a day, seven days a week. Email and Chat options are also available on the "My Home" 
page after logging in to D2L. Other D2L resources including a D2L Orientation course for students are 
available on "My Home Page." If you are experiencing less than optimal D2L Brightspace performance, 
review the D2L Brightspace Performance Checklist to assess the issue. 
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For technical questions regarding other software, hardware, network issues, EIU NETID/password, or 
Panthermail contact the ITS Helpdesk at 217-581-4357 during regular business hours or submit a help ticket 
at https://techsupport.eiu.edu/. If you have a question regarding course content, contact your instructor. 
Proper Documentation o(Emergencv: Assignments may only be turned in late if the student provides 
documentation of an emergency that prevented him/her from attending class. Proper documentation 
must be an original document (no photocopies), containing the student's name, and cover the date(s) in 
question, and be signed by a professional (i.e. doctor). An email is not typically considered proper 
documentation. 
